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What Is Brazilian
{? :’ Culture ?

w Sarkis Sergio Kaloustian

Kyoto University Faculty of Architecture

What we have is a real mixture of traditions from a lot of diferent cultures from very
diferent parts of the world. In the north part of Brazil we have strong African culture that
was introduced by the slaves. African rituals and music can be seen today as the black
population of Bahia state is around 70% of the total. As another extreme we have the Ger-
man colonization in the south. There we can see typical German style wood houses,
food, and of course, beer festivals. The area of Séo Paulo and Rio de Janeiro received
great number of immigrants from Portugal, Spain, Italy, Japan, and more recently,
Korea and China. And this melting pot culture had big influence in my desire to study in
Japan. The Japanese colony in Brazil is very big. 80 years ago the first immigrants
came to work in the farming activity. Today, the third and fourth generations of
Brazilian Japanese are spread everywhere. They have an important role in the economic
and cultural development of the country.

In my early days I had always contact with Japanese people, and one experience is
unforgettable. I had visited a Japanese family with my older cousin. I was feeling un-
familiar to see so diferent people for the first time in my life. But my biggest surprise was
when the “obasan” opened the refrigerator and showed me an enormous octopus, not
alive of course. I can say [ was really frightened. But I was lucky that I did not have to
eat it. Today I love “takoyaki”.

At the university, I had contact with Japanese architecture and Japanese culture,
through teachers and friends. I started to be very interested to study in Japan, soltried
Mombusho Scholarship for the first time in 1979. After seven years, finally I got it and
came to Kyoto University in 1986. This example shows’ how in Brazil you are exposed to
very different cultures and the way that we react to this fact depends of the individual
necessity to learn things from another countries. The typical image of my country is still
soccer, samba and Carnival. I have to confess that I was disapointed in the beginning of
my life in Japan. People had only a small and old, very old image of my country. But
after I could understand this fact. This is universal. Brazilians have that old image that
every Japanese has a camera and is master in Karate. And in this way every people have
a wrong and old image of other people. Here the necessity to international cultural
exchange, in the type that Rotary Club of Japan promoters through scholarships and
other cultural programs.
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From April 1989 I became a Rotary Yoneyama Scholarship student and this permitted
me excellent conditions to continue my studies about Kyoto and its urban structure.
When I finish my researches and come back to Brazil, I hope to continue in close contact
with the cultural activities of the Rotary Club and to spread some aspects of Japanese
culture that I could see in my stay in this beautiful country. We, Yoneyama Scholarship
students have to thank very much to our Rotarian friends for giving us such a precious
opportunity.
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n India

Y 4 Ajay Sharma, (M— 2)
B 408, Murasakino R.C KYOTO.

India has a long history of over five thousand years of human habitaion. The climatic
contrasts, the varied landscapes and the widely divergent environmental conditions of In-
dia accounts for the magnificence of its flora and fauna. India is the seventh largest and
second most populous nation of the world. The mainland of India stretching 3,214 kn
from north to south between extreme latitudes and 2, 933 kn from east to west between ex-
treme longitudes. It covers the area of 3, 287, 263 km. On this 2. 4% of the earth’s sur-
face live about 152% of the worlds people, and they live in a variety of social, economic
and geo—physical conditions. Unity in diversity is beauty of India. After independence
in 1947 it appeared as a democratic country and the constitution of India came in to force
on 26th Jan 1950. India being a secular country does not have any state religion. The
State of India allows for freedom of faith, worship and religion. Among the major
religions of India, Hinduism is the largest and followed by about 82% of the total
poputation. Second lartgest is Islam, about 11%, followed by Christianity about 2. 5%,
then Sikhism about 2 %, then Buddhism and Jainism less than 1 % each. The fact that
as many as 1652 languages and dialects are spoken in India, the constitution recognizes 15 major
languages. Hindi, which is not spoken by all but a large majority of the people and,
understood by most of the people, is the national language. English is an associate
language. India is a union of 25 states and 7 union territories and follows the parliamen-
tary form of the government. Representatives or the members of the parliament are
elected through general elections, which occurs every five years. Later those elected
members select their leader, who becomes the prime minister. The minimum age to
vote is 18 years. Every Indian state has a state government which works under the
guidance of central government.

Despite facing population and illiteracy as two major problems, India has made
remarkable progress in the field of science and technology, industry, atomic energy,
defense technology, space research programs etc. In order to achieve the national goal
of self reliance the country has concentrated on developing its own natural and human
resources. Today India not only produces heavy machines for industries, transport
vehicle, Railway engines, Ships, and most of its defense required items including
fighter planes etc, but also possess high technology in the field of electronics, genera-
tion of atomic power, and space technology. The first Indian satellite was launched in
1975. Today nation wide T. V programs are telecasted through Indian made satellites.
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Number of historical places, national parks, hill stations and coastal spots have at-
tracted a large number of foreign tourists, variety of culture, traditional arts like yoga
and dances have also been enjoyed and appreciated. Tourism has become a fast growing
industry. Due to the vast size of the country and tourism on the developing stage,
facilities to the international standards are not yet available in the small cities, but warm
hospitality and friendly nature of Indians gives great satisfaction to foreigners. On the
other hand in the big cities like Delhi and Bombay, or important tourist cities, facilities

are good enough to match with international standards.
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